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away from the old method was Kern in his monograph of Gym- 
nosporangium in 191 1. With Klebahn's culture work the con- 
fusion of so-called physiological or biological species was made 
prominent, in which the specialization of the rust goes with the 
dissimilarity of the hosts. This was illustrated by the Aster- 
Solidago-Erigeron-Carex complex, going under many names but 
doubtless a single specialized species. The geographical speciali- 
zation of a species was illustrated by Puccinia subnitens with 
aecia on Sarcobatus, Chenopodium and various crucifers. A 
morphological specialization explains the application of the names 
Uromyces Spartinae and U. acuminatus to the same species of 
rust. The rule to be adopted in defining species seems to require 
dependable morphological characters and a uniform life-cycle. 

However, Tranzschel has pointed out a troublesome, and yet 
unexplained parallelism, in which the telia of a short-cycled 
species resemble morphologically those of a long-cycled species, 
the host of the short-cycled form being identical with the aecial 
host of the long-cycled form. It is yet uncertain whether such 
parallel species should be considered independent species, possi- 
bly belonging to two genera, or two forms under one species. 
Other equally disturbing problems in the limitation of both species 
and genera were mentioned and their relation to the species 
question in general indicated. 

Dr. Britton and Professor Harper led the discussion which 
followed. 

Meeting adjourned. B. O. Dodge, Secretary 

NEWS ITEMS 
At a recent meeting of the board of managers of the New York 
Botanical Garden, Dr. N. L. Britton, the director, reported the 
transfer by the City of New York of additional land in Bronx 
Park, to the New York Botanical Garden. The newly acquired 
area contains a large tract of forest, the old Lorillard mansion, 
and consists of about 150 acres, making the whole area of the 
Garden nearly 400 acres. 

Professor Duncan S: Johnson, of Johns Hopkins University, 
has been given leave of absence for the spring term. He will 
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spend April and May at the Desert Laboratory of the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington, at Tucson, Arizona, and the summer at 
Coastal Laboratory at Carmel, California. He will continue 
at these laboratories the studies of the fruit development of the 
Cactaceae initiated at Tucson three years ago. 

Dr. B. H. Alfred Groth, plant physiologist, has resigned his 
position as plant physiologist and plant breeder in the New 
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station to become head of the 
new Agricultural College and Agricultural Experiment Station in 
Panama. He and his family sailed April 15, 1915. 

E. D. Merrill, botanist, Bureau of Science, Manila, P. I. has 
returned to the United States, on leave. Mr. Merrill will be in 
Washington, D. C, for several months. 

After serving as acting director of the biological station of the 
University of Michigan for two years, Dr. H. A. Gleason has 
been appointed director. Courses in botany will be given as 
follows: Field and Forest Botany, Professor F. T. MacFarland 
of the University of Kentucky; Systematic Botany and Advanced 
Systematic Botany, Dr. F. C. Gates, of the University of the 
Philippines; Ecology and Plant Anatomy, H. A. Gleason. 

The University of Michigan has recently secured twenty acres 
of fertile ground for a botanical garden, and about twenty 
thousand dollars will be expended in improvements during the 
current year. This will include appropriate glass ranges and 
boiler plant and a laboratory building. One glass house is 
intended for research alone, and will be divided into a series of 
small rooms for individual use, each provided with independent 
thermostatic control. Active work at planting the grounds will 
not begin until 1916. Dr. H. A. Gleason, assistant professor of 
botany, has been appointed director of the garden. 

Dr. F. C. Gates, instructor in botany in the University of the 
Philippines, has been given leave of absence, and will arrive in 
the United States in June. He will spend the summer at the 
biological station of the University of Michigan. 

Dr. George H. Shull of the Carnegie Station for Experimental 
Evolution, has been appointed professor of botany and genetics 



at Princeton University. He will continue his investigations in 
genetics, and will teach a course in development and heredity, 
open to seniors and graduate students. Experimental gardens, 
greenhouses, and laboratories are in course of preparation for 
his work. 

We are glad to correct an error that appeared in the March 
number by quoting the following, sent in by Dr. Shull: "I note 
in the last number of Torreya that you mention Dr. Erwin Baur 
among the botanists who are on the battlefield. This is a mis- 
take, as Dr. Baur has been retained in the marine office in Berlin. 
He had already started on his trip around the world when the war 
broke out, and for this reason he was not on hand when the 
marine surgeons were apportioned to the various ships. I have 
just received a letter from Dr. Baur in which he says that his 
experimental work is continuing satisfactorily. He has been 
able to arrange a few days' furlough for the sowing of his pedigreed 
seeds. He expects to have about 20,000 pedigreed Antirrhinums 
this year. Several of his assistants and students are already at 
work in his garden at Friedrichshagen." 

Mr. F. Schuyler Mathews announces the publication of his 
Fieldbook of American Trees and Shrubs (Putnams), on which 
he has been at work for three years. The book describes many 
woody plants of the United States and distribution maps are 
given for each species. 

Invitations have been issued for a private view of the grounds 
of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, including the new Japanese 
Garden, on June 5. The garden will be opened to the public the 
next day. Work has recently started on the last section of 
paths for the garden, on the newly acquired tract ceded by the 
City of New York which is now being fenced. The total area 
of the garden is now about 50 acres. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. J. F. Cowell, for many 
years the director of the Buffalo Botanic Garden. He had made 
several trips to the West Indies in cooperation with the New 
York Botanical Garden. 
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Any members of the club or others interested in the local flora 
will confer a favor if they will send to Mr. Norman Taylor, 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Brooklyn, N. Y., any specimens or 
notes that will add to or correct statements as to distribution of 
our native plants, as given in " Flora of the Vicinity of New 
York." 

We learn from Science that Dr. R. F. Griggs, of Ohio State 
University, has been selected by the National Geographic 
Society to lead an expedition to study the vegetation of the Kat- 
mai district in Alaska. The purpose of the expedition is to 
study the means by which vegetation gains a foothold on the 
volcanic ash with which that country was covered by the eruption 
of Katmai in 191 2. 

Lectures are announced at the New York Botanical Garden on 
Saturday afternoons at four o'clock as follows: June 5, "A Rose 
Garden for Every Home," by Mr. Robert Pyle; June 12, "Dwarf 
Fruit Tress for Suburban Homes," by Prof. F. A. Waugh ; June 19, 
"Philippine Fiber Plants and Their Uses," by Mr. Theodore 
Muller; June 26, "The Upper Delaware Valley and Its Flora," 
by Mr. G. V. Nash; July 3, "Some Interesting Plants of the 
Rocky Mountains," by. Dr. P. A. Rydberg; July 10, "The 
Poisonous Plants of the Eastern United States," by Dr. William 
Mansfield; July 17, "Botanic and Scenic Features of the Dells 
of the Wisconsin River," by Dr. A. B. Stout; July 24, "Botan- 
izing on the Austro-Italian Border," by Dr. W. A. Murrill; 
July 31, "The Library of the New York Botanical Garden," by 
Dr. J. H. Barnhart. 

The field committee of the club announces field meetings as 
follows : 
June 5. (Saturday.) Leonia, N. J. Fresh-water Algae. Meet 

at Fort Lee Ferry, West 130th St., leaving at 1 40 P.M. Cost 

30 cents. Guide: Dr. T. E. Hazen. 
June 13. (Sunday^ Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island, N. Y. 

Fungi. Train leaves N. Y. (Long Island R. R.), Seventh Ave. 

and 33d St., 9 A.M. Change cars at Jamaica for Wading 
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River Branch. Excursion ticket $1.70. Bring lunch. Guide: 
Dr. B. O. Dodge. 

June 19. (Saturday.) West Englewood, N. J. Ferns. Leave 
N. Y. (West Shore R. R.) ft. Cortlandt St., 8:55 A.M.; West 
42d St., 9:15 A.M. Train leaves Weehawken (W. S. Sta.), 
9:29 A.M. Cost 50 cents. Bring lunch. Guide: Dr. R. C. 
Benedict. 

June 27. (Sunday.) Spring Valley, N. Y. Wild Flowers. 
Direct train leaves Jersey City, Erie Station (N. J. and N. Y. 
R. R.), 8:44 A.M. Another train leaves Jersey City, Erie 
Station (Northern R. R. of N. J.), 844 A.M., Englewood, 
N. J., 9:20 A.M.; change cars at Sparkill. Return ticket from 
Jersey City about $1.30. Bring lunch. Guide: Miss E. M. 
Kittredge. 

July 3-9. The 1915 Symposium will be held in conjunction with 
the Philadelphia Botanical Club at Fleetwood, Berks Co., Pa. 
Leave New York via Central R. R. of N. J. (West 23d St., 
10:20 A.M. or 12:50 P.M.; Liberty St., 10:30 A.M. or 1:10 
P.M.). Trains leave Jersey City (C. R. R. of N. J.), 10:42 
A.M. or 1 :2i P.M. Cost of single ticket to Fleetwood, $2.92. 
Change cars at Allentown. Fleetwood may also be reached 
by trolley from Allentown. Hotel Fleetwood. Rates $2.00 
or $2.25 per day. Guide: Mr. Stewardson Brown. Members 
wishing to attend will kindly make arrangements with Mr. 
W. H. Leibelsperger, Hotel Fleetwood, Fleetwood, Berks 
Co., Pa. 

July 10. (Saturday.) Agricultural Experiment Station, New 
Brunswick, N. J. Leave New York (Pennsylvania R. R.) 
Seventh Ave. and 33d St., 9:30 A.M. Purchase return ticket 
to New Brunswick. Cost $1.55. Bring lunch. Guide: Dr. 
Mel T. Cook. 

July 18. (Sunday.) Closter, N. J. Lichens. Meet at North- 
ern R. R. Station, Englewood, N. J. 10:10 A.M. sharp. Cost 
about 20 cents. (Same train leaves Jersey City, Erie Station, 
10:00 A.M. Cost 85 cents). Bring lunch» Guide: Mr. W. C. 
Barbour. 

July 24. (Saturday.) Great Kills, Staten Island, N. Y. Boats 
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leave South Ferry, N. Y. (Municipal Ferry), 10 A.M. and 
ii A.M. Purchase return ticket to Great Kills. Cost 40 
cents. Trains leave St. George at 10:25 A.M. and 1 1 -.25 A.M. 
A shore dinner will be served at Sauer's Hotel to members and 
their friends at 1:30 P.M. sharp. Cost $1.00 per plate. 
Liquid refreshments extra. Invitations have been extended 
to members of other botanical societies. Each person expect- 
ing to attend will kindly notify the Chairman at least two 
weeks in advance. 

July 31. (Saturday.) Alpine, N. J. Woody Fungi. Meet at 
ferry dock, Yonkers, 10 A.M. Cost 25 cents. Bring lunch. 
Guide: Mr. C. H. Farr. 
Friends of members are welcome at all field meetings of the 

Club. 

Train-time is given according to current schedules, but time- 
tables are subject to changes. 

Professor J. H. Priestly, head of the department of botany at 
Leeds University is serving with the British Army in France. 
It is reported, also, that almost 60 of the employees at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, are now in the army. 



